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Synopsis

This best-selling nonsectarian guide is designed for students undertaking their first systematic study
of the Bible. Placing each book of the Old Testament, Apocrypha, and the New Testament fully in its
historical and cultural context, Understanding the Bible acquaints readers with the content as well as
the major themes of each biblical book, and familiarizes them with the goals and methods of

important scholarship.
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Stephen L. Harris is Professor Emeritus of Humanities and Religious Studies at California State
University, Sacramento, where he served ten years as department chair. A Woodrow Wilson Fellow,
he received his M.A. and Ph.D. from Cornell University. A member of the Society of Biblical
Literature, his publications include Understanding the Bible (8th edition, 2011); The Old Testament:
An Introduction to the Hebrew Bible (with Robert Platzner); Classical Mythology: Images and
Insights (with Gloria Platzner); Exploring the Bible; and Fire Mountains of the West: The Cascade
and Mono Lake Volcanoes, a survey of volcanic hazards on the U.S. Pacific Coast; and for National
Geographic Books, Restless Earth, a study of global earthquakes, tsunamis, and volcanic eruptions.
He contributed the chapter on A¢a —A“Archaeology and VolcanismA¢a —A- to the Encyclopedia of

Volcanoes (Academic Press, 2000).



Enjoyed reading!!

Very rarely do we find books, articles, news, facts, whatever that remains unbiased in the face of a
heated topic such as religion or in this case The Bible. Harris’ "Understanding The Bible" is just that
work though. | was asked to buy this book in tangent with a copy of The Bible and used this tool as
another source for understanding and being able to react to The Bible. From the perspective of
someone trying to learn more about one of the most influential compilation of works to-date, Harris’
nonsectarian guide hits the spot. Although that class was over a semester go, | find myself going
back to this guide and refreshing my own knowledge on some of the most talked about events of
our history. While the book is geared towards students, anyone can pick it up, search for what they
desire to learn more about, and easily indulge in the wealth of information this book has to
offer.Bottom line is that this book is a must have, student or not, religious devotee or not.5

[lluminated Stars out of 5!

Great experience couldn’t ask for more!

This textbook helps when taking the college class.

Ordered for a class. Heavy material to cover. Wish it were available via kindle when you purchase.

Expensive book.

great product

Excellent!

| literally love this book. It is a great study book. | have not finished reading it because it has to be
studied, digested and restudied. It has helped me to understand why some of the messages in the
Bible seem contradictory and confusing. It has opened my eyes to so much history, traditions,
literary writings and so much more. It is so much | love about this book that | can’t really explain. |
am so thankful that | found it and | can see why God allowed me to find it at just the right time in my

spiritual walk.
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